
Progression of History Vocabulary 

 Chronological Historical  
Enquiry 

Knowledge & Interpretation 

Preschool 1  
(beginning to 

experience 
and be 
exposed to 
vocabulary)  
Preschool 2 
(embedding 
using and 
applying 

vocabulary) 

now, then, before, after, 
old, new, past, ago, 
a long time ago 

What? Why?  How? 
 
 

When mummy and daddy were little… 
When I was little… 
picture 
job 
special 
artefact 

EYFS today, yesterday, tomorrow, 
the present, the past, 
the future, 
day, last week, at the weekend 
long ago, old, new, 
recent, this morning, 
last night 

Who?  What? When? 
How?  Why? 
remember, 
clue, 
find out 
I wonder… 
What if…. 
different 
same 
similar 
change 

photograph, memory, lifetime, 
parent, grandparent 
great grandparent 
materials, plastic, wood 
What happened … 
because 
explain 
I can see… 
family tree 
 

Year 1 History of Shopping (Within Living 
Memory) 
order, a long time ago, recently 
when my parents/ carers, 
grandparents were children 
in ….. times 
in my lifetime,  
in my parents’/ carers’ lifetime, 
year 
 

History of Shopping (Within 
Living Memory) 
What…? When…? Where…? 
How? Why? 
questions, find out 
evidence, 
historians, invention, 
investigate, different, 
similar, memory & memories 

History of Shopping (Within Living Memory) 
 
New vocab: goods, online, past, services, technology, transport 
 



 History of Communication 
modern, past, old 
order, a long time ago 
recently, when my parents/ carers, 
grandparents were children 
in ….. times 
in my lifetime,  
in my parents’/ carers’ lifetime, 
year, decade, century 
ancient, timeline, date  
 

History of Communication 
What…?  
When…? Where…? 
How? 
Why? 
questions, find out 
evidence, historians, invention, 
investigate, different, 
similar, memory & memories 

History of Communication 
 
Retrieval vocab: evidence, technology, travel 
New vocab: generation, language, legend 
 

 History of Transport 
modern, past, old 
order, a long time ago 
recently, when my parents/ carers, 
grandparents were children 
in ….. times 
in my lifetime,  
in my parents’/ carers’ lifetime, 
year, decade, century 
ancient, timeline, date 

History of Transport 
What…?  
When…? Where…? 
How? 
Why? 
questions, find out 
evidence, historians, invention, 
investigate, different, 
similar, memory & memories 

History of Transport 
 
Retrieval vocab: past, technology, transport 
New vocab: environment, leisure, migrate, modern, pollution, travel 
 

Year 2 The Great Fire of London 
modern, past, in order, a long time 
ago, recently, 
when my parents/ carers, 
grandparents were children, years,  
decades, centuries,  
in my lifetime 

The Great Fire of London 
questions 
What…? When…? Where…? 
Why…? How …?  I wonder, find 
out, evidence, collect,  sources 
of information, resources, 
artefacts, objects, historians 

The Great Fire of London 
Retrieval vocab: past  
New vocab: destroyed, diary, event, historian, improvements, monument 
 

 Nurses from History 
 modern, past, in order, a long time 
ago, recently, 
when my parents/ carers, 
grandparents were children, years,  
decades, centuries,  
in my lifetime,  
in my parents’/ carers’ lifetime, 
modern, old-fashioned 

Nurses from History 
Why…? How …?   
I wonder, find out, evidence, 
collect, opinion, historical, 
information, research, sources 
of information, historian, 
historical, information, 
research, sources of 
information, resources, 
artefacts, objects 

Nurses from History 
Retrieval vocab: monument, past, travel 
New vocab: privilege, profession, superstition, significance  
 



 History of Alnwick 
modern, past, B.C.E (Before the 
Common Era), C.E (The Common 
Era), 
B.C (Before Christ),  A.D (Anno 
Domini), period 

History of Alnwick 
What…? When…? Where…? 
Why…? How …?   
I wonder, find out, evidence, 
collect, opinion, historical, 
information, research, sources 
of information, resources, 
artefacts, objects, historians, 
experts, investigate 
 

History of Alnwick 
Retrieval vocab: destroyed, migrate, monument,  
New vocab: cathedral, crops, document, emperor, exist, fort,  livestock, monastery, 
population, rebellion 
 

Year 3 The Stone Age, the Bronze Age 
and the Iron Age and the 
Transition to Agriculture 
period, age, era, B.C.E (Before the 
Common Era), C.E (The Common 
Era), 
B.C (Before Christ),  A.D (Anno 
Domini), millennium, age, 
Neolithic, Bronze Age, Stone Age 

The Stone Age, the Bronze Age 
and the Iron Age and the 
Transition to Agriculture 
historian, artefact, 
museum, 
archaeology, archaeologist,  
significance 
importance, 
enquiry, research 

The Stone Age, the Bronze Age and the Iron Age and the Transition to Agriculture 
Retrieval vocab: emperor, event, manufacture, population, tribe, worship 
New vocab: advance, agriculture, ancestor, attack, clan, common, prehistory, 
sophistication, tribe, weapon, worship 
 

 Ancient Egypt 
A.D (Anno Domini), B.C.E (Before 
the Common Era), C.E (The 
Common Era), 
B.C (Before Christ), period, 
century, Ancient Egyptians 

Ancient Egypt 
artefact, historian, museum, 
archaeology, archaeologist,  
significance 
importance, 
enquiry, research 

Ancient Egypt 
Retrieval vocab: agriculture,  civilisation, crops, language, livestock, monument, 
transport, worship 
New vocab: century, irrigation, longevity, millennium,  nobility, ruler, stability, tomb 
 

 The Ancient Civilisations of Sumer, 
the Indus Valley and Shang 
Dynasty China 
A.D (Anno Domini), B.C.E (Before 
the Common Era), C.E (The 
Common Era), 
B.C (Before Christ), period, past, 
period, Shang Dynasty China, Indus 
Valley civilisations, Ancient Sumer 

The Ancient Civilisations of 
Sumer, the Indus Valley and 
Shang Dynasty China 
age, artefact, historian, legend, 
museum, 
archaeology, archaeologist,  
significance 
importance, 
enquiry, research 

The Ancient Civilisations of Sumer, the Indus Valley and Shang Dynasty China 
Retrieval vocab: agriculture, common, goods, irrigation, language, livestock, 
monument, nobility, ruler, stability, technology, tomb, transport, weapon, worship 
New vocab: chariot, dynasty, emperor, epic, fertile, influence, oral tradition, 
organisation, possession, precious, production, tax, territory 

Year 4 Ancient Greece 
C.E (The Common Era), 
B.C (Before Christ), A.D (Anno 
Domini), millennium, age century, 

Ancient Greece 
artefact, historian, 
archaeologist, 
archaeology, 

Ancient Greece 
Retrieval vocab: chariot, epic, event, influence, language, leisure, rebellion, ruler, 
territory 
New vocab: contribution, discipline, employment, empress, experience, flourishing, 



modern, past, period, The Ancient 
Greeks, Ancient Greece. 

myths and legends hero, implement, isolation, journey, limited, luxury, navy, original, reality, seafarer, 
successor, thinker, tragedy 
 

 Ancient Rome and Roman Britain 
C.E (The Common Era), 
B.C (Before Christ), A.D (Anno 
Domini), millennium, age, BC,  
century, modern, past, period, 
Ancient Rome, The Romans, Iron 
Age Britain, 

Ancient Rome and Roman 
Britain 
artefact, historian, 
archaeologist, 
archaeology, 
myths and legends 

Ancient Rome and Roman Britain 
Retrieval vocab: attack, chariot, clan, destroyed, emperor, empress, fort, goods, 
hero, influence, irrigation, language, leisure, millennium,  monument, organisation, 
population, province, rebellion, republic, ruler, tax, territory, tribe, weapon worship 
New vocab: absolute, authority, barter, corruption, dictator, engineering, ethnicity, 
pragmatism, republic, sacking, symbolism, treaty 
 

 The Anglo-Saxons, the Vikings and 
the Norman Conquest 
C.E (The Common Era), 
B.C (Before Christ), A.D (Anno 
Domini), millennium, age, BC,  
century, modern, past, period, The 
Saxons, The Vikings, 

The Anglo-Saxons, the Vikings 
and the Norman Conquest 
artefact, historian, 
archaeologist, 
archaeology, 
variety of sources, cause/s, 
change, 

The Anglo-Saxons, the Vikings and the Norman Conquest 
Retrieval vocab: ancestor, artefact, attack, authority,  cathedral,  epic, event, 
fought, hero, journey, language, legend, migrate, monastery, monument, nobility, 
oral tradition, organisation, past, period, population, possession, precious, 
primogeniture, ruler, sacking, seafarer, successor, tax, tomb, tragedy, treaty, tribe, 
weapon, worship 
New vocab: chronicle, descendent, exile, inhabitants, provocation, supremacy, 
synecdoche 

Year 5 Early Islamic Civilisation 
century, modern, past, 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era), 
C.E (The Common Era), B.C. (Before 
Christ), A.D (Anno Domini) 

Early Islamic Civilisation 
historian, 
this source suggests .. 
archaeology, 
museum 
 

Early Islamic Civilisation 
Retrieval vocab:  advance, age, agriculture, artefact, attack, destroyed, flourish, 
improvement, influence, inhabitants, journey, population, ruler, sacking, 
sophistication, technology, travel, tribe, worship 
New vocab: antiquity, imminent, impact, massacre, submission, translation  
 

 The Tudors 
age, The Tudors, century, 
past, period, 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era), 
C.E (The Common Era), B.C. (Before 
Christ), A.D (Anno Domini) 

The Tudors 
artefact, historian, 
archaeologist, 
this source suggests.. 
primary evidence 
secondary evidence 
eye witness 

The Tudors 
Retrieval vocab: attack, authority, cathedral, descendent, destroyed, dynasty, 
flourish, goods, impact, influence, language, leisure, luxury, monastery, navy, 
nobility, oral tradition, primogeniture, provocation, ruler, seafarer, stability, 
successor, symbolism, synecdoche, tax, territory, weapon, worship 
New vocab: colony, custom, dispute, executed, gender, legitimacy, loyalty, 
martyrdom, navy, property, represent, reputation, suffrage, unity 

 The Kingdom of Benin 
century, modern, past, period, 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era), 
C.E (The Common Era), B.C. (Before 
Christ), A.D (Anno Domini) 

The Kingdom of Benin 
artefact, historian, 
archaeologist, 
this source suggests.. 
primary evidence 
secondary evidence 

The Kingdom of Benin 
Retrieval vocab: ancestor, attack, colony, custom, descendant, destroyed, dispute, 
dynasty, exile, goods, massacre, migrate, monument, nobility, organisation, 
population precious, production, property, represent, ruler, sacking, seafarer, 
sophistication, stability, successor, symbolism, territory, tragedy, transport, treaty, 
unity, worship  



eye witness New vocab: atrocity,  consolidate, consumption, distribution, guild, hostility, 
notoriety 

Year 6 The Industrial Revolution and the 
Victorians 
chronological order, 
past, era/period, century, 
modern, The Victorians, The 
Industrial Revolution, 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era), 
C.E (The Common Era), B.C. (Before 
Christ), A.D (Anno Domini) 

The Industrial Revolution and 
the Victorians 
historian, improvement, impact, 
influence, effects 
variety of sources, different 
experiences,  
eye witness source, 
consequences 

The Industrial Revolution and the Victorians 
Retrieval vocab: 
advance, artefact, atrocity, authority, colony, distribution, employment, empress, 
engineering, environment, gender, goods, improvement, leisure, longevity, luxury, 
navy, population, production, property, rebellion, ruler, suffrage, technology, 
territory, transport, travel 
New vocab: abolition, entrepreneur, feminism, humanitarianism, indigenous, 
infrastructure, institution, investment, machinery, profit, protest, revolution 
 

 World War 2 
chronological order, 
past, World War I, World War II, 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era), 
C.E (The Common Era), B.C. (Before 
Christ), A.D (Anno Domini) 

World War 2 
artefact, historian, significance, 
different experiences,  
this source suggests, 
consequences, 
one sided,  
biased, 
eye witness source, 

World War 2 
Retrieval vocab: attack, colony, dictator, employment, ethnicity, inhabitants, 
machinery, massacre, navy, population, pragmatism, production, provocation, 
revolution, ruler, submission, technology, territory, tragedy, weapon 
New vocab: alliance, anti-Semitism, appeasement, assassination, devastation, 
evacuation, independence, inevitability, manufacture, morale, negotiation, prevail,  
radical, refugee, reluctance, reparations, totalitarianism, violence, propaganda 

Year 6 Civil Rights and Human Rights 
Icons 
chronological order, 
century, moder, 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era), 
C.E (The Common Era), B.C. (Before 
Christ), A.D (Anno Domini) 

Civil Rights and Human Rights 
Icons 
artefact, historian, significance, 
different experiences,  
this source suggests, 
consequences, 
one sided,  
biased, eye witness source 

Civil Rights and Human Rights Icons 
Retrieval vocab: abolition, advance, atrocity, colony, contribution, ethnicity, exist, 
feminism, humanitarianism, improvement, indigenous, influence, infrastructure, 
massacre, monument, population, represent, suffrage, territory, tragedy, transport,  
  
New vocab: activism, apartheid, authority, campaign, civil rights, condemnation, 
discrimination, human rights, icon, moderation, prominence, reconciliation, 
resistance, segregation, welfare 

  


