Read Write Inc. Literacy and Language: Year 4 Unit 4 The Fly and the Fool and Evaluating evidence

Year 4 Unit 4 Fiction
Key writing purpose:

To write a playscript scene based on the characters from Rumpelstiltskin.

Read the evaluation points below with your partner.

My scene: 

· uses playscript conventions, e.g. names before speech, stage directions and scene descriptions
· uses dialogue and stage directions to show how the characters think, move and speak
· includes a final speech, where the character argues that the Judge should let him go.
Grammar:

· includes -ing endings for stage directions which are verbs, e.g. standing, strutting.
Discuss how well Partner 1’s writing has included these points. Then do the same for Partner 2’s writing.

	Day 1
	Notes 

	The script store 

Purpose: for children to see some images of Vietnam to help them visualise the setting of the play

	

	Read a script version 1 

Purpose: for children to become familiar with Script version 1, the bare bones of the playscript
 
	

	Think and link 

Purpose: for children to make connections between the landscape of Vietnam and the setting of the play, and to start exploring the characters

	

	Read a script version 2 

Purpose: for children to examine how Script version 2 provides additional information for the reader; for children to become more familiar with the play before they hear the full version 

	

	Daily log

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing

	

	Big Question

Purpose: for children to develop their skills of argument and discussion through a mini enquiry session based on a philosophical question relating to the work of the day

	


	Day 2
	Notes 

	Word power 

Purpose: for children to learn the meaning of specific vocabulary used in the playscript and increase their knowledge of synonyms

	

	Read a script version 3 

Purpose: for children to hear and enjoy the full version of the play for the first time

	

	Think and link 

Purpose: for children to understand the chronology and main points of the play

	

	Daily log 

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing

	

	Big Question

Purpose: for children to develop their skills of argument and discussion through a mini enquiry session


	


	Day 3
	Notes 

	The language of playscripts 

Purpose: for children to become familiar with particular words associated with playscripts

	

	Re-read a script version 3 

Purpose: for children to gain a deeper understanding of the play and to see the full text for the first time

	

	Exploring character 

Purpose: for children to use inference and deduction to gather information about Mr Lo from the text

	

	Daily log 

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing


	

	Big Question 

Purpose: for children to develop their skills of argument and discussion through a mini enquiry session based on a philosophical question relating to the work of the day


	


	Day 4
	Notes 

	What do I want? How do I get it? 

Purpose: for children to explore the characters’ motivations and subsequent actions

	

	Status game 

Purpose: for children to see how your status can be shown by how you move

	

	Performing the play 

Purpose: for children to read through the play taking parts, and to rehearse and perform the play

	

	Daily log 

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing


	

	Big Question 

Purpose: for children to develop their skills of argument and discussion through a mini enquiry session based on a philosophical question relating to the work of the day


	


	Day 5
	Notes 

	Most important? 

Purpose: for children to explore the importance of individuals and events in the context of the play

	

	Drama – Mr Lo on trial 

Purpose: for children to infer a character’s motives from their knowledge of the playscript

	

	Daily log 

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing


	

	Big Question
Purpose: for children to develop their skills of argument and discussion through a mini enquiry session based on a philosophical question relating to the work of the day


	


	Day 6
	Notes 

	What if not…? 

Purpose: for children to understand how small changes can have big consequences in narratives

	

	Read a folk tale 

Purpose: for children to read the story on which their own playscript will be based

	

	Build a character

Purpose: for children to be able to use details from the story to begin to build a character

	

	Show, don’t tell 

Purpose: for children to explore ways of developing characterisation by showing rather than telling


	

	Daily log 

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing


	

	Big Question 

Purpose: for children to develop their skills of argument and discussion through a mini enquiry session based on a philosophical question relating to the work of the day


	


	Day 7
	Notes 

	Build a script 1 

Purpose: for children to be able to see a script grow through three stages of development

	

	Build a script 2 

Purpose: for children to be able to see a script grow through three stages of development

	

	Stage directions

Purpose: for children to understand how stage directions tell the actors how to move as well as how to say their dialogue


	

	Build a script 3

Purpose: for children to see an example of writing that will provide a model for their own writing


	

	Daily log

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing


	

	Big Question 

Purpose: for children to develop their skills of argument and discussion through a mini enquiry session based on a philosophical question relating to the work of the day


	


	Day 8
	Notes 

	Drama – in the dock 

Purpose: for children to improvise and explore ideas that they can use later in their writing 


	

	Write a script 1 

Purpose: for children to develop their confidence and skills in script planning and development 


	

	Write a script 2

Purpose: for children to use prompts to develop their scene further

	

	Daily log 

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing


	

	Big Question 

Purpose: for children to develop their skills of argument and discussion through a mini enquiry session based on a philosophical question relating to the work of the day


	


	Day 9
	Notes 

	Write a script 3 

Purpose: for children to develop their confidence and skills in script planning and development

	


	Day 10
	Notes 

	Share a script 

Purpose: for children to read and share their playscripts

	

	Evaluate and edit 

Purpose: for children to evaluate their own and their partner’s work against specific criteria and then discuss how they could improve their work

	

	Proofread 
Purpose: for children to proofread their work and make changes to improve the accuracy of their grammar, punctuation and spelling


	

	Very Big Question

Purpose: for children to develop their willingness to revise or broaden their opinions and ideas through the exploration of one of the Big Questions in depth


	


Year 4 Unit 4 Non-fiction
Key writing purpose:

To select two pieces of evidence to write about, and then present them to a ‘court’.
Read the evaluation points below with your partner.
My evidence: 

· has a clear introduction and is well organised, based on my plan and the notes I took
· balances the strengths and flaws carefully to show that it is reliable
· uses technical language
· includes supporting images and shares key words and phrases with my audience.
Grammar:

· includes correct use of apostrophes to show who or what something belongs to.
Discuss how well Partner 1’s writing has included these points. Then do the same for Partner 2’s writing.
	Day 11
	Notes 

	Think and link 

Purpose: for children’s interest in evidence to be stimulated via one of the Big Questions they have explored

	

	Word power 

Purpose: for children to understand some technical language they will encounter when they read the text

	

	Explanations 

Purpose: for children to read the explanation text for the first time

	

	Word detectives

Purpose: for children to increase their vocabulary by identifying and understanding words they are unsure of

	

	Grammar: plurals, possession and apostrophes

Purpose: for children to develop their understanding of the grammatical difference between plural and possessive ‘s’ and the correct use of apostrophes to mark plural and singular possession

	

	Daily log

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing

	


	Day 12
	Notes 

	Zoom in on explanations 

Purpose: for children to become familiar with some of the key language features associated with explanations

	

	Deconstruction 1

Purpose: for children to learn how to take notes from a variety of source materials

	

	Write 1

Purpose: for children to assess the source materials and make notes 

	

	Daily log

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing


	


	Day 13
	Notes 

	Deconstruction 2 

Purpose: for children to understand how to structure their evidence

	

	Write 2

Purpose: for children to assess the evidence in order to plan their writing 


	

	Daily log 

Purpose: for children to keep a personal log of notes, thoughts and ideas, collected from their reading and discussions. Some ideas will be used in their own writing

	


	Day 14
	Notes 

	Deconstruction 3 

Purpose: for children to see an example of written evidence and to understand the writing process

	

	Write 3 

Purpose: for children to write about their evidence, including an introduction and a conclusion

	


	Day 15
	Notes 

	Write 3 (continued)

Purpose: for children to write about their evidence as independently as possible

	

	Proofread 

Purpose: for children to proofread their work and make changes to improve the accuracy of their grammar, punctuation and spelling

	

	Publish and present

Purpose: for children to present their evidence to the ‘court’

	

	Evaluate and edit

Purpose: for children to evaluate their own and their partner’s work against specific criteria and then discuss how they could improve their work
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